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 Autumn Spring Summer 
Reception Enquiry Question: How have traditions in my 

family changed over time? 
Past & Present 
EYFS Ref - Talk about the lives of the people 
around them and their roles in society. 
Know some similarities and differences 
between things in the past and now, drawing 
on their experiences and what has been read 
in class. 

Enquiry Question: What is an explorer and 
what do they do?  
Past & Present 
EYFS Ref - Understand the past through 
settings, characters and events encountered 
in books read in class and storytelling. 

Enquiry Question: Are there similarities and 
differences to real life in comparison to the 
stories we read? 
Past & Present 
EYFS Ref - Understand the past through 
settings, characters and events encountered 
in books read in class and storytelling. 
Know some similarities and differences 
between things in the past and now, drawing 
on their experiences and what has been read 
in class. 

Year 1 Enquiry Question: How do our favourite toys 
compare to the toys of the 1960s, 1970s, 
1980s, 1990s and 2000s? 
NC Ref: Changes within living memory 
 

Enquiry Question: Who was George 
Stephenson and why should we remember 
him? 
NC Ref:  

Enquiry Question: What happened at the 
Rainhill Trials?  
NC Ref: Changes beyond living memory that 
are significant nationally or globally. 

 
Year 2  Enquiry Question: What was the Great Fire of London? How did it 

impact lives at the time and in the future? What was the Great Fire of 
Gateshead and Newcastle? How did it impact lives at the time and 
in the future? 
NC Ref – events beyond living memory that are significant nationally 
or globally. 

Enquiry Question: Why should we remember Amelia Earhart, 
Captain Cooke & Neil Armstrong? 
How is exploration different for them? 
NC ref - lives of significant individuals in the past who have 
contributed to national and international achievements. 

Year 3 Enquiry Question:  
What evidence of the past is there where we 
live?  (Following on from KS1) 
NC Ref – A local history study 
 

How do the lives of ancient B The lives of 
significant individuals who have contributed 
to national achievements ritons change 
during the Stone Age , Bronze Age and Iron 
Age (prehistoric Britain)? 
NC Ref- Changes in Britain from the Stone 
Age to the Iron Age   

Enquiry Question: What did the earliest 
civilisations have in common? (Overview) 
What were some of the achievements of 
ancient Egypt?  
NC Ref – The achievements of the earliest 
civilisations – an overview of where and when 
the first civilisations appeared and an in 
depth study of ancient Egypt   
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Year 4 Enquiry Question: Who were the Romans?  
What did they do to change the lives of 
Britons? 
NC Ref – the Roman Empire and it’s impact on 
Britain 
 
 

Enquiry Question: Who were the Anglo-
Saxons? How do we know what was 
important to them? 
NC Ref – Britain’s settlements by Anglo-
Saxons and Scots 
 

Enquiry Question: Why did the Vikings raid 
then invade Britain? 
Does Alfred deserve to be known as ‘The 
Great’? 
NC Ref- the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle 
for the Kingdom of England to the time of 
Edward the Confessor 

Year 5 Enquiry Question: Who were the Maya and how do we know what was 
important to them?  
NC Ref– a non-European society that provides contrasts with British 
history - Mayan civilization 
 

Enquiry Questions: How was life different in the Greek city states? 
How did the Greeks influence our world today? 
NC Ref- Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements 
and their influence on the western world 

Year 6 Enquiry Question: How did Britain win the Battle of Britain? 
NC Ref – a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends 
pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 

Enquiry Question: How did mining change Spennymoor? 
NC Ref – a local history study 

 


