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Music Curriculum Cohesion 
 

 
Autumn Spring Summer 

Rec Me 
Nursery Rhymes and Action Songs 

Within this unit children will learn to sing the 
following nursery rhymes and actions songs: 
Pat-a-cake, 1,2,3,4,5, Once I caught a fish Alive, 
This Old Man, Five little Ducks, Name Song and 
things for Fingers. Children will listen and 
respond to a different style of music each 
week, learning to sing or sing along with each 
rhyme, initially using voices only but building 
to classroom instruments too. Children will 
share and perform the learning that has taken 
place.  

My Stories 
Nursery Rhymes and Action Songs 

Within this unit children will learn to sing the 
following nursery rhymes and actions songs: 
I’m a little Teapot, The Grand Old Duke of York, 
Ring O’ Roses, Hickory Dickory Dock, Not Too 
Difficult, The ABC Song. Children will listen and 
respond to a different style of music each 
week, using voices and classroom instruments. 
Children will share and perform the learning 
that has taken place 
 

Everyone 
Nursery Rhymes and Action Songs 

Within this unit children will learn to sing the 
following nursery rhymes and actions songs: Wind 
the Bobbin Up, Rock-a-bye-Baby, Five Little Monkeys 
Jumping On the Bed, Twinkle Twinkle, If Your Happy 
and You Know it, Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes. 
Children will listen and respond to a different style of 
music each week, using voices and classroom 
instruments. Children will share and perform the 
learning that has taken place 

 
Our World 

Nursery Rhymes and Action Songs 
Within this unit children will learn to sing the 
following nursery rhymes and actions songs: Old 
Macdonald, Incy Wincy Spider, Baa Baa Black Sheep, 
Row, Row, Row Your Boat, The Wheels On The Bus, 
The Hokey Cokey. Children will listen and respond to 
a different style of music each week, improvising 
leading to playing classroom instruments, singing and 
learning to play instruments within a song and share 
and perform the learning that has taken place. 
 

Big Bear Funk 
Funk Music 

Within this unit children will prepare their 
musical learning for Year 1. They will listen and 
appraise Funk music and focus on embedding 
foundations of music using voices and 
instruments. Children will learn to sing Big Bear 
Funk and share and perform the learning that 
has taken place. 

 
This unit consolidates all the learning that has 
occurred during the year. All the learning is 
focused around revisiting chosen nursery 
rhymes and/or songs, a context for the history 
or music and the very beginnings of the 
language of music. Children will continue to 
play instruments within the song and share and 
perform the learning that has taken place.  
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Year 1 Hey You 
Hip Hop 

 This is the first time children have had hip 
hop as a focus. Pupils will be exposed to 
songs which they might not have heard 
before. They will discuss and analysis a song 
at the start of each lesson.  During this unit 
children will learn the song one verse at a 
time. They will also have the chance to use 
instruments and perform the song.  

Round and Round 
Latin Music 

Our second unit will follow on from our first. At the 
beginning of each lesson children will be exposed to 
different songs that they will discuss as a class. The 
focus song in the unit will be ‘Round and Round’. 
This song has a Latin theme which children will 
explore during the lesson finding the pulse of the 
music and identifying how it is similar or different 
from Hip Hop music. Children will also have the 
opportunity to use instruments when practicing 
their song.  

Your Imagination 
Film Songs 

Our final unit of the year will follow the 
same pattern as previous units. Children will 
listen to different songs at the start of each 
lesson which they will discuss as a class. The 
song for this unit is ‘Your Imagination’ and 
this unit is about film songs. Again, during 
this unit children will be taught the song and 
will have the opportunity to play different 
instruments while singing.  

Year 2 Zoo Time 
Reggae Music 

The unit will introduce the children to 
reggae music. Children will continue to 
listen ad appraise songs each session as well 
as learn to perform the zoo time song. This 
unit continues work from the Hey You unit 
in Year 1 and is the basis for work in year 3. 
The children will be given the opportunity to 
use untuned percussion instruments to use 
when performing their song.  
Children will also learn songs with actions 
and perform them in the Harvest assembly 
and Christmas production. 
 

I Wanna Play in the Band 
Rock Music 

The children will focus on using instruments to 
perform a learnt song and beginning to create their 
own compositions. Singing skills develop as the 
children learn to sing and play together in an 
ensemble.  It is based on rock and pop music genre 
and this will be explored in more detail in KS2.   

Friendship Song 
Songs based on a friendship theme 

This links to key themes discussed in PSHE 
sessions in earlier terms in Year 2. Children 
will listen and appraise songs from musicals 
and pop songs. This is an introduction to 
songs from other musicals that are appraised 
in KS2.  They will be introduced to playing 
notes on a tuned instrument (recorder) to 
accompany the song in their final 
performance. 
 
Children will also learn a song with actions to 
perform in the Summer production. 
 

Year 3 Three Little Birds 
Reggae 

This unit builds upon and extends their 
knowledge of Reggae music from Year 2 and 
different genres of music from KS1. The 
pupils will be exposed to songs which they 
might not have heard before. They will 
discuss and analysis a song at the start of 
each lesson beginning with ‘Three Little 
Birds’. This will extend to other reggae songs 
and songs to compare and contrast to the 
Reggae style.  During this unit children will 
learn the song ‘Three Little Birds’ one verse 

Dragon Song 
Traditional tunes / Folk melodies 

Our second unit will focus on traditional tunes and 
folk melodies. The main song will be ‘The Dragon 
Song’. At the beginning of each lesson children will 
be exposed to different songs that they will discuss 
as a class, this will build upon and extend their 
ability to listen to and appraise pieces of music. 
During the lessons the children will focus on finding 
the pulse of the music and trying to identify the 
rhythm as this is an important part of folk melodies. 
Children will also have the opportunity to use 
instruments when practicing their song.  

First Access Provision 
 

Our final unit of the year will be ran by a 
musician from First Access Provision. In 
these sessions the children will be taught 
how to play the West African Djembe Drum. 
This will be their first experience of playing 
these instruments. 
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at a time. They will also develop their 
knowledge of how to warm up their voices 
for singing and what the correct posture is 
for singing. 
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Year 4 First Access Provision 
Our first unit of the year will be ran by a 
musician from First Access Provision. In 
these sessions the children will continue to 
learn to play the West African Djembe 
Drum. They will recap the basics from Year 
3 including the correct seated position with 
the drum between their knees. Children 
will learn drumming techniques comprising 
of base and tone. They will then use these 
to play different beats. 

Mamma Mia 
Abba Songs 

This unit will focus on songs by Abba but the 
main focus is the timeless pop song from the 70s 
Mamma Mia. Each Children will continue to 
listen and appraise songs each session as well as 
learn to perform the different Abba songs. 
Children will focus on finding the pulse, copying 
the rhythm back and working with different 
pitches. At the end of the unit children will work 
with band/orchestral instruments alongside 
class-based percussion instruments to create an 
ensemble that engages and excites all children. 

Blackbird 
Beatles 

All the learning in this unit is focused around 
one song: Blackbird by the Beatles. 
The curriculum begins by listen and 
appraising the song Blackbird and other 
songs from the Beatles. Children will 
continue to develop their understanding of 
pulse, rhythm back and pitch. At the end of 
the unit children will also have the 
opportunity to use instruments when 
practicing their song. 

Year 5 Christmas Performance (Lead) 
Children’s work in Music this term will 
focus on the Christmas production where 
children will develop their knowledge of 
pitch and temp through their singing.  

First Access Provision 
Our first unit of the year will be run by a musician 
from First Access Provision. In these sessions the 
children will continue to learn to play the West 
African Djembe Drum. They will recap the basics 
from Year 3 and Year 4 including the correct seated 
position with the drum between their knees. 
Children will learn drumming techniques 
comprising of base and tone and will move to 
composing their own short piece of music.  

The Fresh Prince of Bel Air 
Hip Hop 

This unit will focus on the ‘Hip Hop’ genre of 
music and will be based around one song, 
‘The Fresh Prince of Bel Air’. Children will 
begin by listening to and then appraising the 
song as well as other Hip Hop songs. They 
will then be introduced to the musical notes 
D,E and F. They will play a range of musical 
instruments using these notes and then will 
use improvisation to compose their own 
musical piece in a Hip Hop style.  
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Year 6 Happy 
Pop/ Motown 

 
In this unit, pupil will build on their experiences 
of pop music in year 4 (Abba), hip hop in year 5 
and develop this further by considering how a 
piece of music can be interpreted in different 
ways by different performers. Pupils will learn 
that artists usually have a hidden message 
within their music, and this portrays their 
reason for writing and singing the song. Pupils 
will learn to evaluate the difference between 
live and recorded performances and know how 
artists use these to present their music.  
 

You’ve got a Friend 
Carole King Songs 

 
In this unit, pupils will develop their knowledge of an 
artist, ‘Carole King’ which will be extended from year 4 
(Abba). Pupils will develop their understanding of 
distinct musical structures and identify the relationships 
between sounds. Pupils will use instruments to explore 
these relationships and convey their intentions through 
their own composition. Pupils will use a wide range of 
musical devices such as: melody, rhythm, chords and 
structures when composing their music.  
 
 

Performance 
Summer Production (Lead) 

Rosa’s Got Talent 
 
In this term, pupils will lead the summer 
production and Rosa’s Got Talent which will 
build on the performance skills they learnt in 
year 5 from the Christmas production. Pupils 
will perform parts from memory and from 
notation with full control, confidence and 
competence. Pupils will refine their own 
performances through practise and rehearsal. 
Finally, pupils will reflect upon their own 
performance and the performance of others 
in order to make improvements.  
 

 


