
 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 Spring Term 2 2021 

Dear Parents/ Carers, 

 

Welcome back! I hope you had a lovely half term and that the children enjoyed their time 

off. In the coming weeks we will be working both remotely for the first part of the term as well 

as in class for the second half of the term. As a school we are aware that children will have 

had very different experiences of remote learning and therefore when we first return to 

school we will be taking time to ensure that we have an accurate understanding of where 

each child is at in relation to their learning to enable us to identify any gaps and address 

these quickly. We will also be incorporating into lessons any of the skills/concepts that 

children may have covered in remote learning but need time to consolidate and embed.  

 

Science  

In Science we will be learning all about ‘Animals Including Humans’ which was swapped with 

our ‘Living Things and their Habitats; work that we completed last half term. Children will 

describe the changes as humans develop to old age by drawing a timeline to indicate 

stages in the growth and development of humans. They will record data and results using bar 

and line graphs in the context of the growth of babies in height and/or weight during their 

first year after birth. Children will compare and contrast the changes that happen to males 

and females as they go through puberty and this will link to the visit from the school nurse. 

Children will also learn about the changes that occur as people enter old age 

 

Spanish 

The children are embracing our new language and have been really enthusiastic in all of the 

sessions so far. This half term we will be moving on to learn about festivals in Spain and 

making comparisons between these and festivals in the UK.   

 

PSHE  

Our PSHE topic this half term will be ‘Good to be Me’. It will help children to consider the 

subtle differences between feeling proud and boasting. They will explore risk-taking and of 

the balance between safety and risk. There will be opportunities for children to consider how 

and when they should stand up for themselves and when they should listen to their peers.   

 

RE 

In RE our work will focus on Easter in the Christian religion. Children will be answering the key 

question ‘Why is the Last Supper so important to Christians? They will be learning about what 

the last supper symbolises as well as the reasons why this time of the year is so significant in 

the religion.  

 

PE 

When we return to school our PE days will continue to be Monday and Wednesday. Children 

should come into school on these days in their PE kits, wearing sensible trainers for outdoor PE 

and having removed all jewellery. Our PE will focus on team-building skills and working 

collaboratively to complete tasks effectively as a group.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Geography 

 

Our Geography topic for this half term is ‘Mountains’. Children will develop an understanding 

of why some mountains are covered in snow and others aren’t.  Children will learn about the 

location of the ‘Three Peaks’ in the UK (which country and county they are in) using 

maps, atlases and globes, as well as describing their height in relation to sea level. They will 

explore why mountains are so important and how they impact the lives of those living 

on/near them.   

 

Music 

 

The children will be learning to play the djembe drums when we return to school and the 

lessons for this will be taught by a teacher from the Durham Music Service.  

 

 

Computing 

 

In Computing this half term, the children will be creating their very own ‘Ancient Greece 

Game’. They will use simulations to explore patterns and relationships.  Pupils will work with 

variables, conditional sentences (when/then), external triggers and loops to achieve set 

goals (creating a game in Kodu with a scoring system). They will make predictions about 

what might happen in a game program and debug algorithms.   

 

 

English and Maths   

In English, the children will be developing their reading, writing, speaking and listening skills 

using the stimulus of our class texts which are linked to our themes for this half term. They will 

be writing a wide range of text types linked to this to improve and develop their writing, 

including writing to persuade. We will be reading The 12 Labours of Heracles, The Trojan 

Horse and the Legend of Atlantis. In Maths the children will begin learning about area and 

perimeter. They will then be spending a significant amount of time this half term learning 

about fractions. They will be learning to add, subtract and multiply fractions as well 

understanding how to calculate fractions of amounts. As always, times tables consolidation 

will form an ongoing focus for our daily mental maths sessions and any support you can offer 

your child at home in practising these will undoubtedly help to build their confidence and 

develop fluency in their maths skills.  

 

Reading  

There continues to be a strong focus on reading to help all of the children increase in both 

fluency and understanding. We ask that children read with an adult for a minimum of five 

minutes each night and that you record this in their reading journal which must be signed 

and in school each day. Children should also have a reading book for pleasure that an adult 

/ older sibling can read to them.  Please remember to write in their reading record books to 

include this or any other reading for pleasure books shared at home (remember magazines 

and comics also count!). All children also have access to a range of different books through 

their own Bug Club and Fiction Express log in.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Online Resources 

I’m sure you’re now all really familiar with the online platforms we use and the children have 

been great at accessing and using these during our remote learning. As we prepare to 

return to the classroom, try not to forget that these resources will still be available and are a 

great way of consolidating the skills we have been learning. These platforms will also 

continue to be used for homework tasks. Please encourage your child to make use of these 

valuable resources as much as possible. If you need another copy of your child’s login then 

just let me know.  

  

Homework 

All of the children are now really familiar at using their Microsoft Office 365 email and ‘Teams’ 

accounts. I’ve been delighted at the standard of work submitted since September and 

through remote learning. Assignments will be set weekly on Teams and should be submitted 

through Teams as well. If anyone is having any problems with this then please contact me via 

the class e-mail: y5rosa@cclt.education  

 

We look forward to welcoming you back to enjoy an exciting and productive half term!  

 

Yours Sincerely 

 

Mrs Gibbons and Mrs Waugh 
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