
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

    

Year 4 Curriculum Letter 

 

I hope that you all enjoyed a well-earned rest within the February half-term: 

you all deserved it after your efforts with home learning. I’d like to take the 

time to thank you all for your continued support during this lockdown period 

where most of us have been working from home. The quality of work I have 

received has been amazing and I am so proud of how well the children have 

adapted to working from home.  

 

Our curriculum newsletter for Spring term is designed to give you a greater 

understanding of what your child will be learning in class over the coming 

weeks in order to help you support your child more effectively and enhance 

their learning at home. The work this half term will include: 

 

English 

When we return to school, we will be learning through the text, ‘Beowulf’. This 

is an Anglo-Saxon fantasy story which links to our History topic. Pupils will be 

writing character descriptions and including examples of figurative and 

expressive language to build a fuller picture of a character. Children will 

discuss characters’ behaviour and the extent to which it is changed by the 

imaginary world. They will collect evidence from stories to build up a picture 

of an imagined world. Children will use drama to explore consequences of 

introducing new characters. They will plan and write a longer adventure story 

set in an imagined world. Pupils will organise into paragraphs using the 

structure: introduction, build-up, climax or conflict, resolution. They will include 

details of the setting, using figurative and expressive language to evoke 

mood and atmosphere.  

 

As always, there will be a strong focus on reading to help all of the children 

increase in both fluency and understanding. We ask that children read with 

an adult for a minimum of five minutes each night and that you record this in 

their reading journal which must be signed and in school each day.  

 

 

Children should also have a reading book for pleasure that an adult / older 

sibling can read to them.  Please remember to write in their reading record 

books to include this or any other reading for pleasure books shared at 

home. All children also have access to a range of different books through 

their own bug club log in.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mathematics 

In Mathematics, we will be exploring fractions and learning the difference 

between unit and non-unit fractions. We will be moving onto finding 

equivalent fractions and learning how to represent these in different ways 

using bar models. Finally, we will be learning how to add and subtract 

fractions with the same denominator. Throughout the unit, we will be 

focussing heavily on the pupil’s understanding and use of mathematical 

language when explaining their reasoning. As always, we will also be 

continuing to consolidate the pupil’s times table knowledge numerous times 

within the school day. It is important that you know which times tables your 

child is currently focusing on to support them at home too.  

 

Science 

In Science, as part of the ‘Animals including Humans’ unit, children will 

describe the simple functions of the basic parts of the digestive system in 

humans. They will also identify the different types of teeth in humans and their 

simple functions. Pupils will then construct and interpret a variety of food 

chains, identifying producers, predators and prey. 

 

PSHE 

Within PSHE, we will be focusing on the topic ‘It’s Good to be Me’. This theme 

explores feelings in the context of the child as an individual, developing self-

awareness and helping the child to realise that it really is ‘Good to be me’. Pupils will 

be learning about understanding their feelings as well as considering their strengths 

and weaknesses as learners. We aim to develop knowledge, understanding and 

skills in three key social and emotional aspects of learning: self-awareness, 

managing feelings and empathy.  

 

Geography 

In Geography, we have the pleasure of hosting a representative from OASES 

throughout the term where most of the sessions will be delivered outside so 

children will need appropriate footwear in school. Pupils will be introduced to 

the concepts of sustainability and sustainable development through a 

number of examples that will be familiar to them in their everyday lives, such 

as recycling and ‘bags for life’ at supermarkets. The pupils are given the 

opportunity to survey the school’s level of sustainability against a number of 

categories and to identify priorities for development in an Action Plan. The 

scale and context of the enquiry then moves to a national level with the 

pupils considering why the UK Government is looking to massively increase 

the contribution of renewable energy, such as solar and wind, to the 

generation of electricity. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PE 

In PE, we will be learning to practise our gymnastics skills in the ‘Partner work’ 

core task. This involves children creating a gymnastic sequence on floor, mats 

and apparatus focusing on how they work with a partner. Pupils will be 

learning how to roll, travel and balance in a range of ways. As part of our ‘Be 

Active’ challenge, we will be completing a balancing challenge during our 

warm-up sessions. There will be a prize at the end of the half-term for the 

children who are the ‘most-improved’ and the ‘top scorers’. 

 

Art 

In Art, children will develop their skills of working with clay to create a 

sculpture. They will continue to develop their ability to look critically at pieces 

of artwork and be able to say what they like and dislike. They will justify their 

opinions with reasons using the key vocabulary learned so far. Pupils will learn 

to accurately manipulate clay by using a range of 

techniques including: creating holes and hollows, pulling and pinching, 

smoothing out the clay with fingers and scratching details with tools.  This unit 

will use other times as a stimulus for artwork. There will be a 

specific historical focus linked to our work on the Anglo-Saxons.  

 

Computing 

In Computing, children will continue learn to the importance of clear and 

precise instructions when making animation game using Scratch which builds 

upon the skills learnt on the program in Year 3. Children use Scratch to 

sequence, use conditionals and use a variety of inputs and outputs. Pupils will 

modify their program and be able to predict the effects of any 

changes. Children will learn to break sets of instructions into short steps to 

achieve goal. When programs go wrong children will debug their algorithms 

to ensure they achieve the desired result. This unit will link to historical work on 

the Anglo-Saxons.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RE 

Pupils will learn about some of the events in the life and ministry of Jesus, 

including some of his teachings. They will be able to make links to units of 

work on the birth and death of Jesus including Christian belief in the 

resurrection of Jesus.  They will learn what Christians believe about these 

events and the impact of this for Christians today. Pupils will have the 

opportunity to ask and respond to questions which are raised through their 

learning about the key events of Jesus and Christian beliefs about him. They 

will express their views and give plausible reasons to back their opinion up. 

This unit gives opportunity for pupils to personally reflect on their own ideas, 

values, experiences and feelings in relation to their learning. Christian beliefs 

about Jesus as a teacher, miracle worker, life-changer and the Son of God 

are explored. 

 

Online Resources  

Your child also has online access to Active Learn (Bug Club + Grammar Bug), 

Spelling Shed, Times Tables Rockstars and Conquer Maths and these may be 

required to complete homework tasks. Please encourage your child to make 

use of these valuable resources as much as possible. If you need another 

copy of your child’s login then please let me know.   

 

Homework  

I will continue to set homework on teams in our Office account – please 

make sure your child is regularly looking on their account for my updates. 

Homework is strongly linked with our topics with some additional tasks added 

as required, for example weekly spelling challenges.  Children will bring their 

homework books home on a Friday and homework should be completed 

and the book returned by the following Wednesday to allow us the 

opportunity to quarantine them and mark the children’s work.    

  

If you would like to discuss any aspects of the curriculum further, please don’t 

hesitate to contact me. Due to the current restrictions the easiest way to get 

in touch is by e-mail: y4rosa@cclt.education or by telephoning the school 

office.   

 

 

Many thanks for your continued support, 

 

 

Mrs Wilson 
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