
 
  
 
 

 
Rosa Street Primary School 

 
 
 

      
 

 
               English Policy 

 
 
 
 
 
Date Policy Updated – November 2018 
Review Date – November 2020 
Head Teacher – Mrs. H Ashton 
Governor – Katrina Bage 
 
 
 
 
 

  A member of Cleves Cross Learning Trust 
 

 

 

http://www.rosastreet.durham.sch.uk/


 
  
 
 

Rosa Street Primary School English Policy 
 

Reviewed: November 2018 
 
 
We are a Rights Respecting School and this policy relates particularly, but not 
exclusively, to the following Articles: 
 
Article 12: Every child has the right to have a say in all matters affecting them, 
and to have their views taken seriously. 
 
Article 13: Every child must be free to say what they think and to seek and 
receive all kinds of information, as long as it is within the law. 
 
Article 17: Every child has the right to reliable information from the media. This 
should be information that children can understand. Governments must help 
protect children from materials that could harm them. 
 
Article 28: Every child has the right to an education. Primary education must 
be free. Secondary education must be available for every child. Discipline in 
schools must respect children’s dignity. Richer countries must help poorer 
countries achieve this. 
 
Article 29: Education must develop every child’s personality, talents and 
abilities to the full. It must encourage the child’s respect for human rights, as 
well as respect for their parents, their own and other cultures, and the 
environment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
  
 
 

Policy Statement:  
This policy reflects the school’s aims and objectives in relation to the teaching and 
learning of English. It sets out a framework within which teaching and non‐teaching 
staff can operate. It gives guidance on planning, teaching and assessment. The 
policy should be read in conjunction with the Early Years Foundation Stage 
framework and the National Curriculum. These set out the rationale for teaching 
each area of the English Curriculum and specify the skills that will be developed for 
the majority of pupils in each year group.  
 
The English policy has been developed with regard to the UNCRC:  
Article 1 – The Rights for all children.  
Article 3 ‐ All organisations concerned with children should work towards what is best 
for the child.  
Article 28‐ Children have the right to a free primary education.  
Article 29 – Education should develop each child’s talents and personality to the full.  
 
Rationale:  
The National Curriculum (2014) clearly states that teaching the English language is 
an essential, if not the most essential role of a primary school. At School we 
recognise that without effective communication, little achievement can be made. 
We know that we have a duty to ensure that English teaching is a priority and we 
recognise that this is necessarily cross-curricular and a constant through-out school 
life and beyond. It is part of the ‘essential knowledge’ (p6 National Curriculum) that 
is needed in society:  
‘Teachers should develop pupil’s spoken language, reading, writing and vocabulary 
as integral aspects of the teaching of every subject. English is both a subject in its 
own right and the medium for teaching; for pupils, understanding the language 
provides access to the whole curriculum. Fluency in the English language is an 
essential foundation for success in all subjects.’ (p10 National Curriculum) 
We are an inclusive school and we set high expectations and recognise the 
importance of accurate and regular assessment in order to support individuals at 
every part of their learning journey and in whatever circumstances. We use one to 
one support, small groups and cross-phase work to help with this. We plan teaching 
opportunities to help those for whom English is an additional language and those 
with disabilities outlined in the SEND code of practice.  
 
 This policy needs to be read alongside other school policies including:  
• Homework policy 
• Curriculum and Planning policy 
• Early Years Foundation Stage policy 
• More Able and Talented policy 
•  SEND policy 
• Assessment policy 
Spelling Policy 
 
This policy also should be read alongside the National Curriculum in England 
(published September 2013) and other documents from the Standards and testing 
Agency. Our Curriculum overview, medium and short term planning can help 
support this. 
 
1. The aims of teaching English are:  



 
  
 
 

• To enable children to speak with clarity, confidence and expression, and to take 
account of their audience, purpose and differing situations. 
• To encourage children to listen with concentration to others, to respond and build 
on their ideas and views and to identify features of language used for specific 
purposes. 
• To show children how to adapt their speech to a wide range of circumstances 
and demands; 
• To teach children effective communication, both verbal and non-verbal, through 
a variety of drama activities. 
• To use phonological awareness to decode and encode words. 
• To help children to be able to read with fluently, accuracy, understanding and 
enjoyment. 
• To help them become confident, independent readers, through an appropriate 
focus on word sentence and text level knowledge; 
• To develop enthusiastic and reflective readers, through contact with challenging 
and substantial texts; 
• To help the children to develop an understanding that writing is both essential to 
thinking and learning and enjoyable in its own right. 
• To enable children to learn to communicate meaning in narrative and non‐fiction 
texts, spelling and punctuating accurately and for a range of purposes. 
• To enable the children to improve their planning, drafting and editing of their 
work. 
 
2. Statutory Requirements: 

Statutory requirements for the teaching and learning of English are laid out in the 
National Curriculum (2013) and in the Communication and Language and 
Literacy sections of the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage 
(2012).  
 
In the Foundation Stage (Reception) children are given opportunities to:  
• speak and listen and represent ideas in their activities;  
• use communication, language and literacy in every part of the curriculum;  
• become immersed in an environment rich in print and opportunities to 
communicate.  
 
At Key Stage One (Years 1 and 2) children learn to speak confidently and listen 
to what others have to say. They learn to read and write independently and with 
enthusiasm. They learn to use language to explore their own experiences and 
imaginary worlds. Children are given opportunities to speak and listen 
throughout all subject areas.  
 
At Key Stage Two (Years 3-6) children learn to change the way they speak and 
write to suit different situations, purposes and audiences. They read a range of 
texts and respond to different layers of meaning in them. They explore the use of 
language in literary and non-literary texts and learn how the structure of 
language works.  
 
The Governing Body receive regular reports on the progress of English provision.  



 
  
 
 

 
3. Subject Organisation  

Foundation Stage 
 In the Foundation stage children have daily discreet phonics lessons.  
Children have opportunities to develop their communication, language and 
literacy skills on a daily basis in both adult led and child initiated activities. 
 
Key Stage 1  
In Key Stage 1 daily discreet phonics lessons (Letters and Sounds) continue and 
are taught in ability groups, while children have daily Literacy lessons with an 
emphasis on real texts. Children take part in both guided and individual reading 
sessions and have regular story times to develop a love of reading. Literacy skills 
are developed across the curriculum. Provision is made for children who require 
extra support through intervention programmes and differentiated class 
teaching and extended Letters and Sounds sessions.  
 
Key Stage 2 
In Key Stage 2 Children have daily English lessons. Additional English sessions 
include guided reading, handwriting, a class novel which is read at the 
Teacher’s discretion at a time throughout the day and spelling. English skills are 
developed across the curriculum. Provision is made for children who require 
extra support through intervention programmes and differentiated class 
teaching. 
 
 4. Approaches to Speaking and Listening  
The Four Strands of Speaking and Listening: Speaking; Listening; Group Discussion 
and Interaction, and Drama permeate the whole curriculum. Interactive 
teaching strategies are used to engage all pupils in order to raise reading and 
writing standards. Children are encouraged to develop effective 
communication skills in readiness for later life. Opportunities to develop these 
skills include: class assemblies, talk partners, drama and performances including 
our Christmas Concert and a performance at the end of the year. Children who 
require extra support in speaking and listening benefit from the expertise of a 
Speech and Language Therapist which is through our SENDCO. We recognise 
the need for all pupils to speak, read and write standard English fluently and 
accurately, while acknowledging that a pupil's own dialect, or other language is 
of prime importance. Children should: 
• Justify ideas with reasons.  
• Ask questions to check understanding.  
• Develop vocabulary and build knowledge.  
• Negotiate.  
• Evaluate and build on the ideas of others.  
• Select the appropriate register for effective communication.  
• Give well-structured descriptions and explanations.  
• Speculate, hypothesise and explore ideas.  



 
  
 
 

• Organise their ideas prior to writing. 
 
At Rosa Street, we ensure that speaking and listening across the curriculum are 
important vehicles for developing not only written and oral language skills but 
are also transferable skills to develop their knowledge and understanding across 
all areas of the curriculum.  
 
Aims: 
We aim to make our learning environment encouraging to all pupils so that they 
feel secure in developing their speaking and listening skills, and in making 
contributions to group and class discussion. Specific school based opportunities 
have been identified and these opportunities have been planned to be 
implemented progressively in a variety of contexts both within English lessons and 
in the wider curriculum.  
 
• To encourage our children to speak with clarity, confidence and expression, 
and to take account of their audience, purpose and differing situations.  
• To encourage our children to listen with concentration and respect to others, 
to respond and build on their ideas and opinions and to identify features of 
language used for specific purposes.  
• To show our children how to adapt their speech to a wide range of 
circumstances and demands by giving them the opportunity to listen and 
respond to literature, give and receive instructions and develop the skills of 
participating effectively in group discussions. 
 

Current Practice: 
• Staff will encourage the development of speaking and listening through 

activities within each unit of work. 
• All staff will plan opportunities for pupils to speak articulately (in the appropriate 

register) in a range of contexts and for different purposes. 
• Systems such as ‘collaborative group work’ structures are to be used to ensure 

active participation in group and class discussions.  
• Speaking and listening will be commented on where appropriate: in pupils’ 

books with positive comment, verbal feedback, sharing work with other 
members of staff and the weekly Celebration assembly. 

 
 5. Approaches to Reading  
The National Curriculum states that pupils should be taught to read fluently, 
understand extended prose and be encouraged to read for pleasure. Reading 
is singled out as of extreme importance since through it ‘pupils have a chance to 
develop culturally, emotionally, intellectually, socially and spiritually’ (p13) 
Reading allows pupils to ‘acquire knowledge’ and to ‘build on what they 
already know’ (p13). Schools are expected to have library facilities and support 
and encourage reading at home.  
 
The 2014 Curriculum divides reading skills into two dimensions: 



 
  
 
 

 • Word reading/ decoding  
• Comprehension (listening and reading) 
 
We recognise that both these elements are essential to success and we support 
the acquisition of both sets of skills through various methods. We recognise that 
these areas are clearly linked to the other aspects of English learning: speaking 
and listening, writing, grammar and vocabulary.  
 
We also understand that reading is a developmental process and part of life-
long learning and we encourage and praise children at every stage of it.  
 
Current practice: 
• Teachers model reading strategies during shared reading sessions, whilst 
children have the opportunity to develop reading strategies and to discuss texts 
in detail during guided reading sessions  
• Children in the Foundation Stage classes take home a phonics book from 
school where parents are encouraged to read the book with their child and 
then record what book they have read and how they have got on. This 
encourages teacher – parent communication.  
• In KS1 and KS2 children take home a levelled book according to their ability. In 
addition to this children have the opportunity to choose a book from the class 
library. Each child has a home school reading record that teachers and parents 
can use to share information about a child’s reading. Parents are encouraged 
to read with their child daily within both key stages.  
• Pupils learn to read easily and fluently through daily phonics in Key Stage One, 
regular reading to adults in school, reading partners and incentives to read at 
home. 
• Teaching assistants support reading activities to ensure that children have more 
frequent opportunities to read with adults.  
• Pupils are encouraged to read widely, through our library visits and high quality 
attractive books in classrooms.  
• Pupils are encouraged to read for pleasure using reading partners, quiet 
reading time and listening to an adult read. 
• Pupils also need to read to find information in all lessons and comprehension is 
assessed in a formal way every term.  
 
6. Approaches to Writing  
We aim to develop the children’s ability to produce well structured, detailed 
writing in which the meaning is made clear and which engages the interest of 
the reader. Attention is paid throughout the school to the formal structures of 
English, grammatical detail, punctuation and spelling.  
 
To support our teaching of writing we use class tracking grids to children’s 
progress. Teachers model writing strategies and the use of phonics and spelling 
strategies in shared writing sessions.  



 
  
 
 

 
Guided writing sessions are used to target specific needs of both groups and 
individuals, whilst children have opportunities to write at length in extended 
independent writing sessions at the end of each unit. 
 
The children are given frequent opportunities in school to write in different 
contexts using quality texts as a model and for a variety of purposes and 
audiences. There are many opportunities for children to improve their writing 
inspired by drama techniques and film clips (Literacy Shed). They may be asked 
to produce their writing on their own or as part of group. Children will also be 
given the opportunity to use ICT for their writing. We have the Nelson Handwriting 
Scheme in school to help children develop fluent, clear and legible joined up 
writing. Children work hard to be able to write in pen and this encourages them 
to take care in their presentation and pride in their work.  
 
• We teach grammar and spelling as a separate lesson where necessary (English 
Activity Time) 
• We correct grammatical error orally/ written work (where appropriate) 
• We have a systematic approach, we revisit key learning and build upon it in all 
areas from phonics, through to grammar and spelling 
• We use high quality texts, modelling and shared/ collaborative writing to 
demonstrate good practice 
• We encourage and promote ‘talk for writing’ 
• We provide writing frames to support the least confident 
• We provide time for planning, editing and revising 
• We mark extended pieces of work in-depth and set targets with the pupil 
• We use checklists for pupils to self-assess or peer assess, when appropriate so 
they can evaluate effectively 
DIRT pen (Direct Improvement and Reflection Time) is used by the children to 
improve and correct/ redraft areas of work after it is marked or as part of an 
editing process. 
• We encourage joined handwriting to support spelling and speed 
• We use drama and hot-seating to help pupils to think about another point of 
view 
• Support for pupils with learning and motor difficulties 
• Meetings with parents to help them support their child 
 
7. Vocabulary Development:  
The National Curriculum makes clear that learning vocabulary is key to ‘learning 
and progress across the whole curriculum’ (p11) since it allows pupils to access a 
wider range of words when writing and for them to understand and 
comprehend texts efficiently.  
Vocabulary teaching needs to be:  
• Active 
• Progressive/ systematic 



 
  
 
 

• Making links from known words 
• Develop understanding of shades of meaning 
• Include ‘instruction verbs’ used in examinations 
• Subject specific- accurate mathematical and scientific words 

We encourage our pupils to have a wide and growing vocabulary in a number 
of ways,   these include:  
• Display of key words linked to topics and subjects 
• Using the correct vocabulary orally 
• In-depth word based lessons looking at patterns 
• Using dictionaries, thesaurus and similar programmes 
• Targeted one to one/ small group support, where appropriate 
 
8. Cross Curricular Literacy Opportunities:  
Teachers will seek to take advantage of opportunities to make cross-curricular 
links. They will plan for pupils to practise and apply the skills, knowledge and 
understanding acquired through English lessons to other areas of the curriculum, 
with a particular focus in our school of writing through all subject areas where 
the same standard of writing is expected as seen in English books. 
 
9. Planning:  
English is a core subject in the National Curriculum. We use this alongside Letters 
and Sounds as a basis for implementing the statutory requirements of the 
programme for study for English. 
 
 We carry out the curriculum planning in English in three phases (long-term, 
medium-term and short-term). The National Curriculum and the Primary 
Framework details what we teach in the long term. Our yearly teaching 
programme identifies the key objectives in English that we teach to each year; 
these are then adapted to suit the needs of individual classes.  
 
Our medium term plans, which we also base on the National Curriculum, give 
details of the main teaching objectives for each term. These plans define what 
we teach and ensure an appropriate balance and distribution of work across 
each term. Class teachers complete a weekly (short-term) plan for the teaching 
of English. This lists the specific learning objectives and expected outcomes for 
each lesson, and gives details of how the lessons are to be taught. It also gives 
details of what each child or group of children will be learning ensuring that all 
needs are addressed. The class teacher keeps these individual plans, and often 
discusses them on an informal basis with the subject leader.  
 
 
 
Early years and the foundation stage  
We teach English in Reception class as an integral part of the school’s work. As 
Reception class is part of the Foundation Stage of the National Curriculum, we 



 
  
 
 

relate the English aspects of the children’s work to the objectives set out in this, 
which underpin the curriculum planning for children aged three to five. We give 
all children the opportunity to talk and communicate in a widening range of 
situations, to respond to adults and to each other, to listen carefully and to 
practice and extend their vocabulary and communication skills; the Letters and 
Sounds programme of synthetic phonics is used to support children’s reading 
and gives children the opportunity to explore sounds, words and texts, to enjoy 
them, to learn about them, to use them in various situations. 
 
10. Assessment: 
• Staff assess pupils learning during and as part of every session; they adapt their 
practice accordingly 
• Formal assessments of Reading Comprehension ability are carried out, tracked 
and monitored at least termly 
• Reading and Writing is tracked termly 
• Staff attend moderating sessions with our partner school and within the local 
cluster 
• End of Key Stage Assessments are analysed by the Headteacher, Executive 
Headteacher and Deputy Headteacher and fed into the school SEF, 
development plan and performance management 

11. CPD Opportunities:  
• The English Lead attends regular curriculum meetings and reports back to all 
staff  
• The local cluster has an English group which meets termly  
• Staff are expected to attend relevant courses during the school year  
• Moderation takes place within school, within the cluster and with support from 
the local authority  
• A writing moderation file is being developed.  

 
12. Inclusion:  
We aim to provide for all children so that they achieve as highly as they can in 
English according to their individual abilities. We will identify which pupils or 
groups of pupils are under-achieving and take steps to improve their attainment. 
More Able and Talented children will be identified and suitable learning 
challenges provided.  
 
13. Specific Groups:  
• Analysis of English achievement is carried out termly, pupils who are slow 
moving or making little or no progress are discussed and plans made.  
• Pupils entitled to pupil premium are given additional English support and this is 
monitored for effectiveness termly.  
• Pupils with SEND will have English based targets on their Quality First Teaching 
notes and Support Plans/EHCP. These are reviewed regularly with parents.  
 
14. Parental Involvement:  



 
  
 
 

We aim to involve parents directly in the life of the school, and thus in the 
development of children’s skills, knowledge and understanding in English. 
Parents are involved in hearing children read, and are encouraged to discuss 
books with them. There are opportunities each term when parents can discuss 
their children's progress with their teacher. Half termly curriculum letters provide 
information about the English curriculum and how parents can support their 
children. They also emphasise the importance of reading. Parents are 
encouraged to read both with and to their children at home in order to promote 
reading. Parents are welcomed into school to support reading in the classroom. 

 


	 Staff will encourage the development of speaking and listening through activities within each unit of work.
	 All staff will plan opportunities for pupils to speak articulately (in the appropriate register) in a range of contexts and for different purposes.

