
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

We hope you’ve had a lovely holiday and that the children have enjoyed their first 

few days in Year 5. Our curriculum newsletter is designed to give you a greater 

understanding of what your child will be learning in class over the coming weeks in 

order to help you support your child with their learning at home. Our ‘theme’ for the 

Autumn Term will be ‘Space’ and how space exploration has shaped what we know 

about the wider universe. We will also be visiting the Great North Museum in order to 

stimulate the children’s interest in the topic. Throughout the term we will be 

deepening our knowledge of careers that have been created as a result of space 

exploration such as; engineers, meteorologists, technicians, project managers and 

of course...astronauts! If any of you have careers in any of these fields or know 

someone else who does then please let me know. We’d love to invite you/them into 

school to talk to the children about the work that you/they do.   

 

Maths 

The primary focus this term will be on number and the number system. Children will 

be looking at negative numbers in a range of contexts and learning about place 

value in larger numbers. There will also be a big focus on fractions, decimals and 

percentages as well as the relationship between them. In terms of written 

calculations, children will be reviewing and developing their knowledge of the four 

operations and applying this to real life contexts. As always, consolidation of times 

tables will form an ongoing focus for our daily mental maths sessions and any 

support you can offer your child at home in practising these will undoubtedly help to 

build their confidence and develop fluency in their maths skills. 

 

English 

The text that the children will be studying in the first half of this term will be Frank 

Cottrell Boyce's “Cosmic”. We will be writing character/setting descriptions as well as 

using the text as a basis for our own stories. We will also be using animation clips from 

the Literacy Shed to write a non- chronological report about Pandora and a 

Newspaper report about a boy’s journey to the Moon. A list of the spellings that the 

children will be focusing on this year can be found in the front cover of their 

homework books and any support that you can provide at home to help support 

them in learning these would be greatly appreciated.  
  

Science 

This term our topic will be Earth and Space. The children will be learning about the 

planets in our solar system as well as researching solar eclipses and the phases of the 

moon. Lots of the work will be research based with the children acting as detectives 

to find out the answers to some of their own questions about the world we live in as 

well as the wider galaxy. Our visit to the Great North Museum will also support this 

learning.  

  

 



 

PE 

In PE children will be taking part in a range of activities based on dance and 

gymnastics this term with a focus on movement and balance. Initially our PE days will 

be on a Wednesday and Friday but please ensure your child has their PE kit in school 

Monday-Friday in case of any timetabling changes.  

 

Art/DT 

Painting and printing skills will be developed with a focus linking to our topic of 

space and 3D planets. We will be evaluating the work of artists such as Robert 

McCall and understanding why NASA employed him as their resident artist. 

 

Geography and History 

Our Geography and History lessons will run alongside each other this term as children 

investigate the countries involved in the Great Space Race (USA and USSR). Children 

will be learning about the location of these countries as well as understanding 

lines of latitude and longitude and time zones. They will gain an understanding of 

how these countries have changed over time and learn about how the geography 

of each country helped/hindered their space exploration. Children will research the 

history of space travel and produce timelines of significant events associated with 

this.  

 

RE 

Sikhism and the beliefs that accompany the religion will form the basis of our work in 

RE this term. 

 

PSHCE  

Children will be learning about new beginnings and how we deal with any anxiety 

we may feel when embarking on something new. 

 

Computing 

Children will learn how to control an on screen simulation and begin to understand 

how algorithms are used. In Digital Literacy children will identify a range of ways to 

report concerns about content and appreciate how to search appropriately and 

how results are ranked.  

 

Music 

Percussion and ensemble pieces of music will be explored by the children and they 

will be given the opportunity to compose a piece of music themselves 

 

Home work will also be topic based and will be sent home on a Friday to be 

returned the following Thursday. Reading books will be sent home daily with the 

children. Whilst we only ask children to complete a minimum of 5 minutes reading 

per night, the more reading you can do with your child at home the better! If you 

have any questions about the term ahead, please don’t hesitate to contact us. 

 

Mrs Gibbons (Class teacher)  

 

Ms. Davison (Teaching Assistant) 


